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to be grown largely; but the former has entirely disappeared, while the
latter has for many years been declining, owing to the prevalence of
silkworm epidemics. In order to revive the silk industry, a sericultural
school has been opened at Rampur Boalia, which supplies the Bengal
Silk Committee with trained sericultural overseers and also trains
rearers' sons in the microscopical examination of seed. The cultiva-
tion of ganja is carried on in a small tract of 76 square miles in the
Naogaon and Panchupur thanas^ which supplies not merely the needs
of the whole of Bengal, but also those of Assam and of a part of the
United Provinces; some is also exported to Native States, and a small
quantity is shipped to London, whence it is passed on to the West
Indies. The area cultivated varies from year to year, the average being
812 acres with a normal out-turn of 6,952 maunds. The maximum
area which may be cultivated in any year is at present fixed by the
Government of India at 976 acres, but this limit is subject to periodical
revision.

Little waste land now remains except in" the Barind, where it is
rapidly being reclaimed. Scarcely any use is made of the Land Im-
provement and Agriculturists' Loans Acts, but in 1897 advances were
made to the extent of Rs. 19,000.

The local cattle are poor, probably on account of the deficiency of
pasture and the absence of any attempts to improve the breed. Two
very old fairs are held at KHETUR and MANDA. These are attended
by from 25,000 to 28,000 persons, and take place in October and April
respectively.

Owing to the copious and regular rainfall and the annual rise of the
rivers in the rainy season, artificial irrigation is rarely necessary, but
it is occasionally practised on a small scale from the nearest tank or
watercourse.

Cotton-weaving is a decadent industry, but it still gives employment
to over 2,000 persons; cotton cloths are printed and dyed at Rampur
Boalia. Copper, brass, and bell-metal utensils are
produced at Kalam and Budhpara in the Nator
subdivision, and pottery for domestic use and brick
rings for earthen wells are also manufactured in the former village.
Reed mats are made at Naogaon for local consumption. Silk is the
most important industry of Rajshahi, as well as of the neighbouring
Districts of Murshidabad and Malda, and silk-spinning and weaving
have been carried on in the District for centuries. The East India
Company established a factory at Rajshahi in the eighteenth century,
and in 1832 the Company had two factories, each the seat of a Com-
mercial Resident; the Residency at Rampur Boalia was subsequently
purchased by the firm of Messrs. Watson & Co. The out-turn of the
several filatures was formerly as much as 400,000 Ib, of raw silk, valued